




\\~nning her third
consecutive title 
at Roland Garros. 
This spring, the 
Belgian looks to 
be the first female 
since the legendcul' 
Suzanne Lenglen 
in the 1920s to 
'vvin fClUr straight. 

And later this 
summer, another 
career-defining 
test comes for the 
25-year-old: The 
quest to win her first Wimbledon and prove she 
won't be the female version ofIvan Lendl-great 
everywhere but on the grass. 

It's an impossible standard to which we hold 
great players: Sure, winning three out of four 
majors is great, but it's not good enough. It's the 
one you haven't yet claimed that drives fans and 
reporters to ask ifyour life is incomplete without 
that elusive trophy. 

"I don't know if [winning Wimbledon] would 
make me more happy as a person," Henin says. 
"But it would be the best achievement I could get 
in my career." 

"Maybe;' she adds, "I would feel more free:' 
Like a Rembrandt painting or a pitch-perfect 

syrnphony, Henin has been appreciated but never 
truly loved by tennis fans. 

She doesn't have Maria Sharapova's glamour, 
the \Villiams sisters' personality, or Ana 

POINTING Ivanovic's beauty. What she has is
THE WAY 
Coach Carlos a game, with a backhand prettier 
Rodriguez than a cloudless spring day and a 
keeps Justine 
on track. will to win that few in the sport 

can match. 
She is tl)'lng more to reach out to fans recently: 

opening up in interviews, moving beyond 
past acts of unsportsmanlike behavior, and 
announcing the formation of a tennis training 
academy outside of Orlando. 

But one thing hasn't changed: She's still the 
queen ofclay. 

Henin says she's not a big believer in records, 
but she's aware that Monica Seles is the only 
other player from the Open era to win three 
straight French Open championships. 

"I think it would honestly be very emotional 
for me to win another French," Henin says. "I 
don't play for the numbers, 1do it because I love 
it. But it would be great to be part of the history 
[ofthe sport] like that." 

There will ofcourse be plenty ofchallengers at 
the 2008 French Open. Ivanovic reached the final 
last year, and Jelena Jankovic, the Williamses, 

Yes, she's once, twice, three times
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up tournament. 
"I know it's a risk, for 

sure, but I seem to always 
be exhausted in the second 
week [of Wimbledon]," 
she says. "Maybe now I'll 

feel better:' It's a little jarring to hear a 25-year
old say: "The most important part ofmy career is 
already behind me," but Henin isn't one ofthose 
athletes determined to live only in the moment. 

To that end, she opened up a youth tennis 
academy in Belgium last year and this summer 
will put a beachhead in the U.S. The 6th Sense 
Tennis Academy will open at the Mission Inn 
Resort and Club, 30 miles outside ofOrlando, 
with a goal of supporting youth tennis players 
during their learning years, as well as offering 
current pros a place to train when in Florida. 

She and Rodriguez stress that their small 
training center isn't trying to compete with 
other, more famous academies in Florida, but 
that Henin is simply trying to thank the spmt 
and America itself. 

''This is a very big achievement in my career," 
she says. ''This is a small way for me to give back 
something to this country that has given me so 
lTIuch." 

Henin says she plans to train at the 6th Sense 
before the Sony Ericsson Open and other U.S. 
tournaments, and to do more hands-on training 
after retirement. 

"And we're only teaching one-handed 
backhands;' she jokes. 

Before all that, though, she has a little history 
to make in Paris. 

And maybe, a few more plummets to the eatth 
from a plane. 

and Sharapova will all be aiming for the season's 
second Grand Slam. 

But ask Henin who she fears most and a 
different name escapes her lips. 

"I keep thinking [Svetlana] Kuznetsova is 
the biggest threat;' Henin says of the '06 French 
finalist. "She has a really heavy forehand, she hits 
with a lot oftopspin, and she's very powerful:' 

Even ifshe wins at Roland Garros, Henin knows 
the tennis world \vill be more fascinated by what 
she does at the All England Club in July. It's not like 
Henin has completely faJJen apart at Wimbledon; 
she's been to two finals. 

Henin knows she doesn't have many seasons 
left to pull off a Wimbledon \¥in. Still, she says 
she's not obsessed with raising the Rosewater 
Dish handed to the victor at Centre COUIt. 

"There's a lot of motivation for me, to be 
sure," she says. "I find that I'm thinking about 
[Wimbledon] more and more the last few 
years:' 

Henin and Rodriguez think one problem 
she has at Wimbledon is her lack of confidence 
there. "She needs to believe in herselfon grass, 
because she's a very good grass-court player," 
Rodriguez says. 

This year Henin has decided to make an 
alteration to her pre-Wimbledon itinerary. 
Saying she's been worn down physically and 
mentally that time of year, Henin won't be 
playing the traditional Eastbourne tune-

She needs to believe in herselfon grass
 


